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Rangasthala with the sacred mountain as its back drop. In
this mandapa we find Siva as Nataraja, as also Ganapathi,
Subrahmanya in dance poses, Aalinganamurthi, Bhikshata
etc. exquisitely craved out in the rocky mountain.

Sandhya gharma dinaatyayo Hari kararaghaata prabhutaanaka I
Dwano vaarida garjitam divishadaam dhrastichataa chamc] alaa I
Bhaktaanaam paritosha-bhaspa-vitatir vristir mayuree Sivaa I
Yasmin-ujjvala tandavam vijayate tarn Neelakantam bhaje I I

[SIVAANANDALAHARI 54]

I worship Neelakantha/blue-throated) the peacock
that excels by its beautiful dance, having the time of dusk
as the eve of summer, the sound of the drum beaten by
Vishnu as thunder peals, the eyes of the celestials as
lightening, the blissful tears of devotees as rain and the
divine mother Parvati as the peahen.

Chapter 42
KING CHAKRADHARA
After hearing with relish the account of Ananda
Tandava of the Lord, Sage Bharadwaja was eager to learn
the way in which king Chakradhara attained salvation at
Sri Kalahasti. Romasa commenced his narration thus :
The kingdom of Madura was once ruled by a
renowned warrior-king named Chakradhara, the son of
Vajrakirita. He possessed the four- fold army consisting of
the brigades of elephants, horses, chariots and soldiers. The
king ruled over his subjects with love and affection as a
father to his children. He had no sons. But he was happy
with his two daughters, Amritalata and KantimatL As
goodness would have it, these two daughters were very
much devoted to Lord Siva. After some years the king came
into close contact with a few hypocrites feigning
Vaishnaism. Due to their influence King Chakradhara set